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      kami

location

specific

customs

    sacred

  locations

current

practices

Japanese

folklore

  divination
     folk

   magic

  fertility

  magic

 apotropaic

    magic

 indigenous

      folk

    religion

    water

   worship

   rock &

 mountain

   worship

minzoku shintô

(living well, this life, in this world)

butsu / bukkyô  

practices & ideas

jukyô

practices

 & ideas

Neo-

Confucianism

(~1300 CE)

 shugendô
Confucianism

(~575 CE)

  onmyôdô
mikkyô

(Esoteric Buddhism)

   Taoism

 (~625 CE)

social structure / in-group ethics

inherent goodness of human nature

focus on man

& secular society

social behavior matsuri

   rites of

  passage

myths

strange

mysterious

zen

(~1190 - 1650 CE)

Chan

Buddhism 

& Hinduism

(indokyô)

jinja shintô

(shrine)

kyûchû shintô

(imperial)

kyôha shintô

(sectarian)

ancient practices

(800 - 300 BCE)

Mahayana

(daijô)

(~550 CE)

   animal

   worship

    nature

   worship

     tree

  & forest

  worship

Korean

folklore

     family

     / clan

    / group

  ancestor

 reverence

  animism

dôkyô

practices

& ideas

Korea < China

< Tibet  < India

Chinese

Buddhism

Chinese

folklore

Ainu

folklore

(ryûkyû)

Okinawan

folklore

  shaman

     -ism

kamigakari

(spirit

possession)

yôkai

yûrei

Tantrism

(see bukkyô & dôkyô for expansion

A

A

A

B

B B

B

B

B

C

C

D

D

A

D

C

C

C

B

C

Indian &

Tibetan

folklore



butsu / bukkyô  

practices & ideas

shugendô

  onmyôdô

mikkyô

(Esoteric Buddhism)

(~810 CE)

Daoism

(~625 CE)

zen

Indian

Buddhism

daijô

(Mahayana)

(~550 CE)

dôkyô

practices

& ideas

Tibetan

Buddhism

Tantrism
Buddha

(~450 BCE)

Hinduism

(indokyô)

minzoku

shintô

Bon

(~1050 CE)

  Chinese

 Buddhism

Korean

Buddhism

Korean

Shamanism

Chinese

Folk Religion

  Chinese

 Buddhism

rock &

mountain

worship

rinzai (1191 CE)

sôtô (1227 CE)

ôbaku (1654 CE)

Bodhidarma

(daruma)

(~500 CE)

Lao Tsu

(Dao De Ching)

Zou Yan

(Yin-Yang /

Wu Xing)

Zhuang Zhou

(Zhuangzi)

bodhisattva

(bosatsu)

Deva / Devi

(ten)

   I Ching

Sanskrit

(see degradation paths for explanation

of changes in teachings)

Tibetan

Folk Religion

Esoteric

Buddhism

(Vajrayana)

Esoteric

Buddhism

(Vajrayana)

C

C

Chan

folk magic

#

#

shamanism



0

Teaching

Source

11a
1b

x

2a

local lore x

local lore y

2

Xa
Xb

z

local lore z

X

clergy

laity

Xb

z1

2b

y1

1b

x1
1N

2N

XN

local lore x1

local lore y1

2b

y

local lore z1

1 — direct disciple of 0 / interprets teachings of 0

1N — disciples of 1 (clergy) / interprets teachings of 1

1a — lay disciple of 1 / interprets teachings of 1

1bx — synthesizes local lore x and teachings of 1a

1bx1 — lay preacher of new local lore x1 / folk expression of teachings of 1

2 — direct disciple of 1 / interprets teachings of 1

2N — disciples of 2 (clergy) / interprets teachings of 2

2a — lay disciple of 2 / interprets teachings of 2 (and 1bx1)

2by — synthesizes local lore y and teachings of 2a

2by1 — lay preacher of new local lore y1 / folk expression of teachings of 2

X — direct disciple of X-1 / interprets teachings of X-1

XN — disciples of X (clergy) / interprets teachings of X

Xa — lay disciple of X / interprets teachings of X (and X-2by1)

Xbz — synthesizes local lore z and teachings of Xa

Xbz1 — lay preacher of new local lore z1 / folk expression of teachings of X

folk expression

of teachings

official expression

of teachings

Bear in mind that each time the original message is 

transmitted and interpreted it's subject to change.

Buddhism's Waves

~470 CE

1st foreign monks

~550 CE

1st Official Intro

~610 CE

request for

Chinese Sutras

~625-750 CE

6 schools of

nara formed

~800 CE

tendai & shingon

~1175 CE

amida schools

~1190 CE

rinzai zen

~1225 CE

sôtô zen

~1650 CE

ôbaku zen
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